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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ADDRESS TO YOUTH, 
FOR THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 


My dear Friends, 


As the year is now drawing to a close, I have deter- 
mined to address you. It is to subjects which are con- 
nected with your highest welfare, t! at 1 woul! call your 
attention. ‘This is a seacon well ada»t d to excite in you 
' serious and solemn reflections: it sho ld cause you to 
| cail to mind that mercy of God which hus spared your 
» — lives, while many of your friends and acquaintances have 
been carried to the grave; which has given vou hea'th 
and plenty, while others hase been distre ssed with sickness 
and waut; which tas affurded you precious meuns of in- 
struction, while vthers have been ignorant and untaug!'t 
How can you now avoid refiecting on the shertness of 
- time. Another year of your lives is gone, and how ra; pid 
has been its flight ! ! It must seem but as yesterday since 
you were at iis commencement—since you united with 
Others in the congratulatioas of the New Year. Ina very 
few days your friends will agaim greet you with ** 4 happy 








H new year.” Thus will your i wine COh tinue Oo Pass away, 
; one year after another in quick succes: ] n, tli shoruy 
E th ey will be enced, and your account be seals du) p 2 the 
t great day. Let me then urge you to parse, a * fora 


moment, reflect what you lave dene, what you are aow 
0” i 
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doing, and whither you are hastening. Though, while 
you pause and reflect, time holds on in its rapid career ; 

though you can do nothing to slacken the pace with 
which you are hurrying to the tomb. still you may thus 
be excited to spend the rest of your days on earth in such 
a manner, as will afford you present peace and future 
blessedness. A year, my friends, is a very corsiderable, 
a very Important portion of our short lives: eternal con- 
sequences may depend on the mede of our spending it. 
A year spent in folly and sin, may procure everlasting 
perdition to the soul, while a year devoted to the service 
of God, may prepare it for everlasiing happiness an: 
glory. Even a much less period may determine the un: 
changeable destiny of an immortal being. Certainly, 
then, itis suitable that I call on all young persons who 
shall read this addréss, to inquire of themselves most so- 
lemnly, how they have spent the year which is about to 
end. Ifit is ever wise tv converse with our past hours, it 
is soatthis period. ‘Though. they are “ with the years 
beyond the flood,” and we can neither recall them, nor 
make satisfaction for the sins which they have witnessed, 
still this may excite 10 us contrition of heart and amend- 
ment of life. 

In the first place, I will suppose that you whom I am 
now addressing, are frieads of God—that you have been 
renewed by his Spirit, and made heirs of glory. What, 
then, has been your progress in the Christian race during 
the past year? Look carefully into yourselves, and ask 
what you are now, compared with wiat you were at its 
commencement? Have you become, in any respect, 
more holy? Have you gained any advantage over your 
remaining evil propensities? Are you, in any measure, 
more spiritually and heavenly minded? Are your affec- 
tions more drawn towards God and all spiritual objects 
Do you find greater satisfaction in the worship and service 
of God? Are the duties of prayer, of self examination, 
and reading the Holy Scriptures, more punctually and 
more devoutiv performed ? Do you in these duties get 
nearer to God, and enjoy more of his presence and his 
love? Does the temper of your mind any more resemble 
that of heaven, and are vow tn any greater readiness to 
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leave the world and go to that holy and happy place? 
If you will be faithful with yourselves—if you will allow 
conscience to discharge its proper office, you may be able 
to find a correct reply to these and similar inquiries. i 
would farther ask, Have you made any advances in Chris- 
tian knowledge? Have you, during the past year, become 
more confirmed and established in the truth a8 it is in 
Jesus; more settled as to the doctrines and the duties 
taught and inculcated in the sacred oracles, and less ex- 
nosed to be carried about with every wind of doctrine? 
Have you discovered more of the harmony and the beauty 
of divine revelation; bas it hence become more precious 
to your souls; have you become more attached to the 
study of it; has a knowledge of it in your view increased 
in importa nce, in comparison with all other knowledge ; 
and has the world, with all its possessions, its gaities and 
delights, grown less in your esteem ? Certainly you can- 
not, during the last twelve months, have been faithful to 
God, to yoursely es, and to the vows which your souls once 
made in anguish, as well as to those whith you may have 
made in-the assembly of the Saints, without being now 
able to answer some of these inquirtes in the affirmative. 
Surrounded as you have been with all necessary helps, 
favoured with so many means of instruction and edifica- 
tion, if you have not grown in grace—if you have made 
no advances towards the measure of the stature of per- 
fect men in Christ, you certainly have cause to accuse 
yourselves of criminal neglect of ‘duty, aud to be deeply 
humble before God. Let it come home to your minds 
with most solemn impression, that you are one year 
nearer the end of your earthly course, and, if chil lren of 
grace, one year nearer heaven, without having at all in- 
creased your preparation for it. You may well tiembie 
lest you have backslidden from God; lest you are alto- 
vether destitute of his love; lest he wiil cast you offin the 
day of final account. 

fo the Scriptures of truth, we are told, “ None of us 
liveth to himself? So far as any one has imbibed the 
spirit of the Gospel, he fee's that he is living for the glory 


of God and the good of his fellow creatures. Now, | how 


will your conduct, during the year past, bear investigation 
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in this light? Have you devoted any part of the year te 
plans for doing good? Have you studied how you might 
do pemething {0 promote the honour of Jehovah’s name, 
and the temporal and eternal welfare of those about you? 
Is any creature of God now the more happy or the less 
miserable, for any thing which, during the last twelve 
months, you have done in his behalf? Through this period 
you have seen great and increasing efforts made for the 
diffusion of the religion of Jesus; you have beheld great 
numbers of the Christian world deeply engaged in efforts, 
to send the Gospel to the destitute; you have witnessed 
with what liberality the rich and the poor have given their 
property for this blessed purpose; with what ardour Chris- 
tians of every denomination have united in prayer for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; with what readiness 
and zeal some near your Own age, and perhaps of your 
acquaintance, have bid a final adieu to their friends and 
their country, that they might carry the gospel to perish- 
ing pagans in the utmost ends of the earth. Now, what 
part have you taken iu these most interesting transactions ? 


Have your heart and your hand been open in behalf of 


this blessed cause? Have you often and earnestly prayed, 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven? Have you ‘given of your property and your in- 
fluence to assist in the good work of Christianizing the 
world ? Have you taken on yourselves any labour” and 
trouble P Have you made any sacrifices of interest or com- 
fort ¢ Have you denied yourselves any unnecessary gra- 
tification on this account ? ff you have, in any of these 
ways, made exertions to promote the glory of God and 
the salvation of immortal souls, you hase certainly found 
that “ it is more blessed to give than to receive,” and 
have, doubtless, laid foundation for the increase of your 
own happiness to all eternity. But 1 fear that some of 
you have, in this respect, done less than it was in your 
power, less than it was vour duty to do. Let me then 
exhort you to search carefully, and consider whether you 
cannot do more in behalf of the cause of Christ during 
the year to come, than you have done during the year 
past. Look about you: Is there noihing which you can 
spare when He has need of it, who shed iris own blood for 
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you, and by whom alone you have access to God? If, iss 
years to come, you would make rapid progress in holi- 
ness, if you would become eminent for piety, for the love 
and the enjoyment of God, then cast liberaily into the 
treasury of the Lord ; do all which you can for the spread- 
ing of the religion ‘of Jesus. Remember, “ the liberal 
soul shall be made fat; and he that watereth shall be 
watered also himself.” Judging from what has been in 
limes past, we expect that Christians will be more en- 
gaged, and will do more for the building up of Zion in the 
year to come, than in any preceding year: and shall we 
not be so happy as to see you coming in for a share in 
this work, and securing to yourselves a share in its re- 
ward? The strength, the activity and vigour of your 
youth, are surely due to Him who has redeemed you, and 
to whom you have, by profession, devoted all which you 
are and which you possess. But how will you fulfil this 
obligation so well, as by making afforts to promote his 
cause? Never think it enough that your own souls be 
saved by his merits; but labour and pray that others may 
be brought to exercise the same hope in him which you 
enjoy, that others may forever unite with you in showing 
forth the praise and glory of his grace. 

Probably some of you, during the past year, have been 
brought fiom darkness into God’s marvellous light; have 
been renewed in the spirit and temper of your minds; 
have, for the first time, tasted and seen that the Lord is 
gracious. ‘To you this has been a most interesting, a 
most important year: to all eternity you wil' have occa- 
sion to remember it, as forming a new and blessed era in 
your lives; to all eternity you will find cause to bless God 
for what he has recenUy wrought within you. When you 
contrast your present peace, and joy, and hope, with the 
stupicity, the moral darkness, and the gloomy fears which 
occupied your minds at the commencement of the year, 
your tongue may weil break forth in rapture and praise. 
From bet ing lately far off from Ged tn unrighteousness, 
have you indeed been brought nigh to him by the blood 
of Cirist. QO, then, testify your gratitude to God for this 


‘display of his grace, by beginning and ending the New 


Year in his service, by living henceforth entirely for his 
9 { 2. > 








402 Address to Youth. 


glory. The thought that all your preceding years have 
been spent for no vahiable purpose, that they have been 
squandered away and lost, shouid not only fill you with 
humility, but should excite you, in time to come, to double 
your diligence, to do whatever your hand findeth to dc 
with your might. 

2. I will suppose that you whom I am addressing, are 
in the ga!l of bitterness, that you are without hope, and 
without God in the world. Alias! that there should be 
occasion to make this supposition respecting any. You 
are ina most deplorable condition. Your state is more 
alarming, your sins are more numerous and more aggra- 
vated, than at the commencement of the year. Reflect, 
T beseech you, on the manner in which you have lived. 
Another year has been spent in sin, in opposition to God, 
in rejection of Christ, in resisticg the Holy Spirit, m 
treasuring up to yorrselves wrath. How solemn, how af- 
fecting is the thought. A year spent in the fali indul- 
gence of iniquity, both in your hearts and your lives, is 
no inconsiderable thiag. During this period, how many 
duties have you left undone ; how many actual tiansgres- 
sions have you committed; how many sinful thoughts ; 
how many criminal and unhallowed desires; how many 
profane, false, slanderous, and mischievous words: how 
many forbidden and wicked actions has the Creator be- 
held in you, and recorded against you? All this time not 
ene act has been done for his glory ; not one sincere and 
humble prayer has been made; not one emction of real 
penitence has been felt; no measure of faith in the Re- 
deemer has been exercised ; 1n you, a selfish and a world- 


ly mind has been wholly predominant ; by you a proud, 


a self righteous, an unbelieving spirit has been freely in- 
dulged. Wirle God has been sparing you, while he has 
been daily loading you with his benefits, you have been, 
all the time, rebeliing against him On his part, the year 
has been an uninterrupted series of kindness and mercy 5 

on your part, an uninterrupted series af sin ant rebellion. 
My dear friends, had you a proper impression of your 
offences against God during the past year, their number 
would astonish you, their aggravation would overwhelm 
you. 
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if you would have a sense of their aggravation, consi- 
der what God has done to instruct and reform you; how 
many and how excellent the means of grace which you 
have enjoyed, and have failed to improve. During the 
year there have been fifty-two Sabbaths; and on most, if 
not all of them, you have had opportunity to go to tlie 
house of God, to hear his word preached, and to unite in 
worship with ‘his people. Yes, dear youth, for fifty-two 
days you have been taught the way of salvation by men 
specially set apart to this work; have been exhorted and 
entreated to seek an interest in the Lord Jesus, and to 
secure your everlasting happiness now, in the morning of 
your davs. If you wil! reflect, you must remember that 
they have often, a:id in striking language, warned you of 
the shortness of life; the emptiness and vanity of all 
earthly good; the danger of losing your souls forever; 
and with great earnestness have exhorted you to seek an 
interest in the Saviour without delay. You have heard 
them describe, with great feeling and solemnity, the evil 
of sin, and the ruin which ts coming en those who do not 


‘forsake it. They have also, with animated eloquence, 


told of the joys of heaven, and have held them out to you 
as the certain and eternal portion of your seuls, provided 
you would seek and serve the Lord. With earnest en- 
treaty they have called upon you to give up your yoath- 
ful follies; to forsake your thoughtless and sinful com- 
pasions’; to restrain your evil propensities ; and to seek 
happiness in the enjoyment of God. Thus have you been 

clearly taught the way in which you should go, and have 
been urged by the most powerful motives to walk in. it. 
Sut, during the year, you have witnessed the operations 
of the Divine Spirit in convincing many of sin, and con- 
verting them to God. You have heard what the Most 
High has thus done in wany places for the increase of 
his Church, and the causing of joy in Heaven. In this 
manner you have been impressively taught that one thing 
is needful ; have been warned to secure to yourselves that 
good part which shall never be taken from you. You 


_,diave also had in your hands the Holy Scriptures, which 


are able to make you wise unto salvation. Throug!: the 
whole year you have had opportunity to read them at 
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your leisure, and to treasure up the words of life which 
they contain. In this manner you have had life and 
death, and blessing and cursing, clearly set before you. 
Many of you have likewise had opportunity daily to at- 
tend religious worship in the families, with which you 
have resided. Morning and evening vou have heard your 
parents, or others, read the word of God, and devoutly 
pray to him in behalf of yourselves and of ail men. From 
time to time they have also taught you the principles of 
our holy religion, and have urged you to make them the 
rule of your conduct. Some of your young cempanions, 
too, who feel the love of God, have told you of the happi- 
ness which they enjoy in the service of their Maker, have 
entreated you to seek the same, have kindly taken you 
by the hand, and endeavoured to lead you in those 
ways which are pleasantness, in those paths which are 
peace. God has addressed you by the voice of his pro- 
vidence. Within your observation he has cut down some 
of your fellow men by the stroke of death; perhaps has 
eome near to you by removing some of your dear com- 
panions; some who, like yourselves, were in the full bloom 
of youth aud of health, aud were putting far off the evil 
day. Perhaps he has sent painful and alarming sickness 
upon you, causing you for a season to bang in dreadful 
suspense over the grave. By these things he has said to 
you, *§ erepare to meet thy God ;” “ Set thine house in 
order; for thou shalt die, and not live.” In addition to 
all these things, he has caused conscience to reprove and 
admonish you, and excite you to duty. It may be he has 
sent his Spirit to strive with you, to convince you of sin, 
and to cause you to cry, * What shall 1 do to be saved ?” 
Such are the:th:ngs which, during tiie year, God has done 
with those who wili read this address, to reclaim them 
from all iniquity, and to cause them to seek a share in the 
great salvation. By some of you, perhaps. all these things 
have been experienced. With every indivicua!l, more or 
less cf these means have been used But affecting to tell! 
all has been without any saving effect: all has served only 
lo render you more obstinate and ha: dhearted—more op- 
posed teGod, and more in love with sin. You are stili walk- 
ing in the ways of your owu heart, and in the sghiof your 
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awn eyes—still urging your way down to the chambers of 
death. You are now one year nearer to the grave and to 
the judgment; but, instead of having made the least pre- 
paration, you have removed yourselves farther from God ; 
you stand chargeable with more sins against him ; you are 
more deserving of his wrath and curse, than at any former 
period. 

Such, be assured, is your true character in the sight of 
God, and such is your condition. And are you willing 
that the present year should end and the next begin—that 
one year should pass away after another, tiil your days 
are numbered and finished, and you remain in this state P 
What more can I say to you; what new warning can I 
give you; what new motive set before you? “ Oh that 
my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for” your present indif- 
ference, and for the future miseries which are coming 
upon you. But my tears can be of no avail to you. Would 
you avoid those miseries, you must learn to weep for 
yourselves, and for your sins. Oh, that you might, before 
the few remaining moments of this year have fled, ex- 
perience godly sorrow for the past, and form new and 
abiding resolutions fer the future. Oh! that thus you 
might be prepared to begin the new year with God. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


LETTER ON THE IMPORTANCE OF INFANT 
EDUCATION. 


TO A FRIEND. 
My dear Friend— 


The lively interest you manifested in our late conversa- 
tion on the education of young children, and the anxious 


solicitude with which you adverted to the management of 


your dear infant boy, have induced me to express to you, 


my reflections on that subject more definitely, I am 


happy in finding a parent who attaches as much impor- 
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tance to the direction given, by early example and in- 
struction tothe infant mind as myself: and it gives me 
great pleasure to think that we have resolved on a plan to 
graiify our parental partiality which cannot lead us into 
retrievable error. We may lose our labour, but we 
shall not injure our children. On the contrary, I hope we 
shall facilitate the progress of the young learners, and 
iherevy make them wltimatety wiser and happier. 

We need not hazard the presumption of condemning a 
course of education sanctioned by wisdom and experience ; 
but as we think the importance of the subject deserves 
more cautious and deliberate aitention than ts usually de- 
voted to it, and that while parents are waiting for the de- 
velopement of their children’s minds, they are perpetually 
imbibing truth or error, it is but our duty to exert our in- 
fluence to aid and direct the infants committed to our 
care. 

As soon as the attention of the infant is attracted by 
surrounding objects, its knowledge of the world begins ; 


and, from that time, I conceive that the developement of 


its mental powers should be directed by a judicious guar- 
dian. All children do not possess native talents in equal 
degree—a}l do not possess the same aptitude for learning ; 
but in every fstance, the infant mind is so ductile and so 
eocile, and has, in short, such an affinity for knowledge, 
that when brought to maturity, the youth generally owes 
more of his character to the force of ecucation than to the 
powers of his native genius. [tis impossible to say how 
early impressions are made on the mid of the child, that 
subsequently enter into the character of the man ; but we 
do know that when very young. the child imbibes opinions 
which have a predominating influence over the whole ten- 
or of life, How often do we see persons possessing the 
most stedfast princrpies of morality and religion that may 
be solely attributed to the influence of maternal piety and 
admonition? Uow great the proportion of our politi- 
tictans that can trace the origin of their political creed to 
the reiterated opinions of their fathers ? 

{ am to speak of the infant at atime when the dawning 
of its intelligence is first preceptible. It now entersa vast 
incomprehensibie field of enquiry, which genius of the 
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highest order, aided by the most faithful and judicious in- 
structions is ever inadequate fully toexplore At this 
early age, the infant gains little information except sim ple 
ideas through the medium of the senses; it learns, for in- 
instance by the senses of sight and touch, to judge correct- 
ly of distances and external forms. As the mind is unbi- 
assed by false impressions, this knowledge is easily obtain- 
ed, and correctly and faiibfully preserved by the memo- 
ry. It hears, a'so, particular names uniformly used to 
represent certain Characters; the association ts fixed in 
the memory, and, ia a short time, every object presented 
to its view, is inseparabiy connected with its proper name. 
How truly astonishing is the knowledge thus acquired in 
the first two or three years of its life—greater perhaps 
than is obtained in the same length of time at any subse- 


quent period. As its attainments increase, the errors of 


education mulitply: it has now to contend perpetually 
with examples of ignorance and dissimulation, while 
attempting to learn its native language, which: it acquires 
only by dexterous imitation and a faithful memory. It is 
seldom addressed, except in a barbarous jargon, which is 
unintelligible, even to the ignorant nurses who are the 
authors of it. Suppose an adult who was totally igno- 
rant of the English language, should attempt to learn it 
from an insiructor who should uniformly address him in 
what is denominated the baby-talk of mothers and nurses ? 
—think you he would ever succeed P—certainly not. Ne- 
vertheless if the child has not the sagacity to discover ang 
the judgment to correct the faults of its teachers, its tem- 
per is fretted by reproach for its dulness and stupidity, by 
which its young ambition is checked or destroyed, and, 
not unfrequent Uv, the progress of its education thereby 
perceptib'y impeded. 

But the child has now learned to express himse!f inte!- 


ligib'y. A stranger to the innumerable phenomena of 


nature, every appearance ts novelty, every object needs ex- 
planation. As the powers of reasoning exist but feebly, 
few conclusions are diawn from persona! observation, he 
souicits an explanation from lus superiors of whatever he 


-d6es not uncerstand, and, with unsuspicious confidence, 


freasuresup in his memory, indiscriminately, the i: 
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pressions of truth and error. If, as his mental pow- 
ers expand and his knowledge of the world increases, 
he be able in some instances to detect the deceptive an- 
swers which his importunity may have extoited, it serves 
but to weaken his confidence in those whom he has been 
taughi to reverence, and to Gistor his own mind in the 
school of dissimulation. hus for the firs: five years of 
his tife, with an eager curiosity and a faithful memory, he | 
is perpetualiy observing and imbibing examples of false- 
hood and error. He has perhaps been curious to investi- 
gate the revolutions of the sun and moon, the varied phe- 
nomina of the : atmosphere, or the progress and decay of 
vegetation; but he has been baffled in the attempt by 
every obstacle which ignorance and superstition Cou ‘ld in- 
vent. He has beard the most uniform succession of cause 
and effect represented, as the result of magic or chance, 
and the unchangeable harmony in the operations of na- 
ture, as casualties without order and without design. 
Were children content without any knowledge of such sub- 
jects till able perfectly to comprehend them, it would 
perhaps be advisable to suspend instriction; but the in- 
quisitive mind of the child wiid be gratified, and to rescue 
it from erroneous impressions, “ feed it wit h teod con- 
venient to: it.” Instead of kepresenting the phenomenon 
of a thunder storm as a manifest token of diviue displeas- 
ure to afflict ‘he inhabitants of the earth, explain, by a few 
simple fac s, adapted to the capacity of the infant mind, 
the natura! causes which a benign Providence thus em- 
ploys for tis preservation of his creature man. Jmpres- 
sions at that ‘ender age, particularly those of a serio..s and 
subiime natu:«, ave so creduiously ;eceived and tenaciously 
retained, tha! ihe better judgmeut of maturer yea s is sel- 
dom able to eradicate or coriect them; so that not un- 
fr quently, the knowledge which the cuild possesses at the 
ave of five or six years, is so erroneous that .t retards 
rai ver than facilitaics his future progress ln the course of 
a correct education 

fe first and constant precaution of the parent should 
be to prevent the infant mind from being monopolized 
by iaise or incorrect ideas; for as I have already obser- 
ved, if tucy are once suffered to take possession, it is m2- 
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many times impossible ever after to eradicate hem. For 
instance, by pointing out the relative situations of Europe 
and America, on a map placed in an improper position, 
and neglectiug the necessary explanation, the child would 
at once imagipve Europe on the west, separated by the 
Atlantic from America on the east; and though he might 
afterwards be conscious of the error, the early association 
would be indelible : so that ever after, as often as he heard 
the name of Europe, or that of any European kingdom, 
his later knowledge would be necessary to correct the frst 
impression that the place spoken of was in the west. ‘This 
is now, in fact, the case with your humble servant. Such 
precaution may seem but a negative means of improve- 
ment, but it is certainly an object of no inconsiderabte 
importance. It is by far the most difficult part of a core 
rect education to un/dearn, iff may be permiited to,use the 
expression, the errors of infancy and childhood. It is 
for this reason that parents ought, if possible, to seclude 
their children from the society of ignorant, vulgar, and 
unprincipied companions. Virtue and vice, knowledge 
and ignorance are propagated jike contagion, particularly 
in the thoughtless season and familiar intercourse of child- 
hood ; and with this knowledge of the imitative nature or 
predisposition of the human mind, is it not surprising 
that parents are so in“ifferent to the promiscuous associa-~ 
tions of their children? 
it should be made an important object of the guardian 
of the young child to direct his attention to such subjects 
as are suited to the progressive developement of its 
mental faculties. The powers of perception aiid.mem- 
ory are never so vigorous as in childhood; hence sim- 
pie ideas are easily acquired and retained; but by the 
exercise of these faculties the judgment must be improved, 
before teas can b- compared and digested by a process of 
reasoning. To do this it requires carefulconsideration and 
much good judgment on the part of the teacher. It will 
be necessary that he should introduce every department of 
knowledge to his pupil by explaining its elementary parts 
gr principles. It is complex ideas that confuse and dis- 
courage young learners. Their minds are inadequate to 
the task required; and to obtain the information, which if 
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properly taught, would afford them a delightful amuse. 
ment, they peiform a drudgery which creates a perma- 
nent disrelish for the object so painfully acguired. The 
philosophy of Lo:d Bacen was pre eminent for its simpli- 
city, and It is particularly applicable to the education of 
intant children. It teaches us that to prosecute know- 
ledge successfully, we must preceed by regular gradations, 
combining facts deduced from first principles, which by 
being amplified and expanded, develope new truthis, so 
that, finaily, we arrive, by a natural and easy process, to 
the highest point of human attainment. 

‘This inductive mode of instruction is not only the best to 
facilitate the progress of the pupil, but is the only means 
io perfect his knowledge in the departments of science 
which he may pursue. It is also the surest means to pre- 
vent that dissivation of miod which is so unfavourable to 
sober and profitable contemplation, and so destructive to 
that laudable ambition which lives in the hope of futute 
eminence, among the great and the good. 

It is this course of education, also, which is alone calcu- 
lated to strengthen the memory and improve the judgment, 
the former of which depends upon the habit of attention, 
the latter upon that of abstract thinking. The mind 
which is flitting from object to object, which is only active 
in search of noyel amusements, as it receives no nutri- 
ment, it can acquire nostrength. Though it may become 
fond of books, it will be impatient of reflection. ‘Though 
it may be ainused by the mental labours of others, it will 
not be improved by them ; for amusement is always more 
captivating, to such minds, than improvement; and plea- 
sure far more enticing than happiness. ‘To these con- 
siderations we shou!d attach the more importance, as the 
inevitable consequence will be, that if this disposition is 
not subdued in youth, it will become so confirmed by 
habit, that it cannot be conquered by mauhood or age. 

There is at least as much simplicity in truth as in error, 
and why is not the parent willing to satisfy the curiosity of 
his inquisitive child with correct, rather than with, what 
he knows to be, incorrect answers to his enquiries? It is 
true every parent is not competent to instruct his child in 
the yarious departments of natural history or of astrono- 
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my, to which the mind is always early attracted; but it 
would be better to acknowledge this inability, and refer 
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the child to competent authority, than to make himself 
P an exemplar of falsehood and ignorance. On the other ty 
‘ hand, those parents, who possess knowledge adequate to iH 
5 the duty, may, as easily teach their infant children the th 
, most useful and practical parts of natural science as to hy 
learn them the various names and uses of the utensils of a : 
, — farm house. Besides, science is too frequently sought as ti 
— an accomplishment, which i is entirely mistaking its legiti- f 


mate object. That know'e!ge is of bat little avai! which 
cannot be rendered subservient to useful purposes; and 
those who do not discover it in early life will seldom leave 
the beaten track of error to practice even what they know 
to be an improvement. But the information which the 
young child will acquire by proper answers to his enqui- 'f 
ries will make him an adept in many pranches of science 
before they are contemplated as objects of study. He will 
be a scholar from habit and a student from disposition ; 
» and instead of toiling unnaturally to erase from his mind 
' — the errors and absurdities which time aad habit have iden- i 
: tified with hamself, he will be constantly reaping the re- 
wards of his labour, and his ways to wisdom will be 
 pleasantness and peace.” 

But it is not more necessary that precaution should be Ht 
' exercised for the soundness of the head than for the pu- MW 
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rity of the heart. Religious and moral character is so a 
much the result of early precept and example that it ts of i 

| infinite importance to individuals, and even to nations, 4 
| thatsuch precepts and examples should be correct. Lan- f 
' guage is not more hereditary in society than moral habits. 
Let it not be urged that the religious education of the i 
child should be deferred till, from knowledge and observa- nb 
tion, he shall be able to form anfindependent creed agreea- i 

le to the dictates of h's own conscience. The subject is hi 
obviously too interesting to the young mind to be negiected a 

till the judgment i is matured; and though children have i) 


an aptitude to learn something of natural religion, they A 
. are not often disposed to embrace it in its purity, and are 
always averse to the humfMating precepts of the Gospel, 
it willnot be denied that the natural propensities of the 
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human heart are evil; and as the moral world abounds in 
impiety and unbelief, what influence on the mind of the 
child have we good reason to expect from example as pre- 
sented by the world? 

What is, in faci, the result, when a child is turned loose 
into a wilderness - of people, to learn from observation 
those principles of moral rectitude which constitute the 
basis of civil society, aud of human happiness. He is 
perfectly obedient to the impulse of passions, which, when 

uncontrouled, are at war with every salutary principle in 
body and mind. The brute, is instinctively taught to shun 
the poison that would destroy him; but the child, unin- 
structed by instinct and ungoverned by reason, isimpelled 
by appetites, which, gratified without principle and wittr- 
out restraint, will degrade him as much beneath the reptile 
that grovels in the earth, as the perfect cultivation and ex- 
ercise of the faculties which God has given him, will exalt 
him above all other classes of animated creation. And 
if such baneful effects result from the strong impulse of up- 
governed passions within, hew will the evil be magnified 
by vicious examples without? Virtue, has an easy access 
to vice, because the latter, has nothing worse than herself 
tofear; and if the child be left to select companions and 
to adopt opinions, without advice and without opposition, 
he can more easily, and he wld more readily be umted to 
the vicious than to the virtuous. Nothing need be said 
of the omnipotent influence of example, in forming the 
character and governing the moral conduct of man. 
kind. If, as I have supposed, the child is excited by 
appetites, which, when uncontrouled, are unfriendly to 
virtue ; and if he is also allured amd encouraged by the 
customs of society to gratify, rather than admonished to 
subdue them, it must be conceded that if he be afforded 
no other religious instruction than the example set forth 
by a promiscuous and degenerate world, he will soon dis- 
card a subject which he finds painful to examine, and be 
satisfied to live conveniently without any religion. He will 
see the triumph of vice over virtue—he will sce the wis- 
dom of the world exultingly sneer at the credulity of the 
humble Christian, and in conformity to his own wishes and 
the pride and fashion of the times, he will first doubt the 
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justice, then question the authenticity, and finally deny the 
trath of Revelation. He is now literally a man “ without 
God in the world,” guided by no light but by his own fee: 
ble and perverted judgment; and governed by no au- 
tharity but the fiail standard of his vitiated affections, be 
lives without happiness and dies without hope. I would 
say then, let the guardian of the infant carefully watch 
the developement of his mind, and direct it to the coniem- 
plation of subjects adequate to its feeling and undeistand- 
ing; teach iim so that be may revere and love religion from 
duty and disposition ; and lead him to admire and adore 
the wisdom and goodness of Providence, by explaining to 
him tn simplicity the mora! government of the world, and 
associating with every enjoyment, that Divine source 
from which all happiness is derived. Thus he will learn 


from the harmony, the beauty, and the magnificence of 


creation, the ceitainty aud the excellence of natural re- 
ligion. Whether he contemplates the heavens or the 
earth—the terrific but salutary tempest, or the genial breez- 
es of a summer’s morn: whether he contemplates the 
beings that animate the earth, the flowers that beautify the 
field, or the unsearchable treasures of the ocean; he will 
be impressed with the sublime and ennobling ideas, that it 
was the influence of the same Spirit that quickened them 
into being, and that itis the benjficence of the same mighty 
hand that sustains them. He will thus learn, that for all! 
that can make him happy, he is to look to that exhaustless 
source of goodness that cannot profit by mortal means, 
and his young heart will glow with sincere but humble 
gratitude for the necessities and comforts of life, and for 
that “ loving kindness which is better than life.” While he 
is yet 100 young to find utterance for the ardent enthusi- 

asm which the bounties of nature inspire, he will unceas- 
ingly offer up those holy emotions which have power 
with God—the silent incense of a grateful heart. Thus 
the virtue which grows with his growth, and strengthens 
with his sabnge; will protect him from the a‘lurements of 
evil examples, subdue the violence of tempestuous pas- 
sions, and fortify the soul against the destructive wiies of 


‘religious scepticism. 


This, my dear friend, is but a feeble sketch of what 4 
2 K2 






oe 






a 


oy, See FT 


—e on 


ee Sere ci AS a oe 






















tg Se 


ate - -- 
oo 


=e Ba © ety 





4'4 4 Family Stene. 





conceive fo be the most eligible plan for directing and rm- 
proving ‘he infant mind: and yet. I would beg pardon for 
the inord nate ‘ength of my letter, was it not addressed 
to one, whose interest in the subject will induce him to re- 
gard with deep attention every hint which may be useful, 
and whose liberality and friendship can excuse a multitude 
of errors. 

May your parental solicitude, which now stimulates to 
perpeiual exertion, be calmed in old age bv filial piety 
and affection; and when the precepts of the father and 
the obedience of the son shall cease, may their relative 
duties be sanctified tothe eternal happiness of both. J. 

Nov. 3, 1819. : 


A FAMILY SCENE. 


(Continued from page 277.) 
——F EBRUARY 5th, 1819. 


Julia. My dear brother, Tam afraid she will think us 
too severe Tf am afraid the reading of that anecdote was 
mosi too blunt. The greatest delicacy is necessary, you 
know, in such things. 

Thomas. Yes; but if Mr. Harvey had been over nice, 
he would not have given that word in season, and have 
been the means of saving that soul. 

Julia.. 1 hope it will de no hurt, and to be sure it may 
do good. She despises our notions, and thinks us super- 
stitious, and we pity her; but her parents are most to 
blame. ‘They have always encouraged her in vanity, and 
perbaps have never reminded her of her accountability to 
God. | 

Thomas. 1 know she is more to be pitied than blamed ; 
and that we are not in the same errors is owing to the 
good instruction of our parents. What excellent parents 
we have. I hope ve shall never despise or neglect their 
instructions and prayers. Oh, if we should lose them! 

Julia Ah, Thomas, I often think of it, and think how 
I should then be pained for not making better improve- 
ment of such blessings. 
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Peggy, [bringing in tea.] Don’t they come yet? Iam 
afraid Susan wiii take cold. 

Thomas. ‘They must come soon on her account. 

Peggy. Weil, come take tea, an‘ Pil have a good fire 
for them, and I may hear the letters read when they 
come, may’nt IP 

Julia. Oh yes, yes, Peggy, and Lucy too: we will all 
enjoy it together. But Oh, I am so much afraid 

Thomas. To be sure we must remember that we may 
be disappointed. But look, look! 

Julia. Oh, they are indeed coming! Run and help 
Susan in, 

Susan, frunning.] @h, delightful, delightful! Letters 
and books from Pa and Ma, 

Aunt. Becomposed, my dears, and we willall sit down 
together and read the letters. 

Julia. Yes, and I have promised the whole house may 
hear. 

Uncle. You are all, I know, in trembling haste to hear 
the letters; and if you will take your seats, ydu sha!! hear 
ibem immediately. I will read your letter first. {| Opens it.] 
itis your Ma’s writing, with a postscript from your Pa. 


i Reads.] 


My precious Children, 


By the kind preservation of Providence, your dear 
parents are well. As nothing bit the irresistable impulse 
of filial affection removed us from you, so nothing but the 
same, and a sacred sense of duty lengthens the painful 
separation. I know too well the force of filial love upon 
the hearts of my dear children to imagine that they will 
blame an absence occasioned by tie sickness and ap- 
proaching departure of an aged parent. You will never, 
my dears, know the full strength of these cords which’so 
bind us together, until the dread stroke of separation is at 
hand. Then they are learnt in bitterest sorrow. Then, 
ioo, is learnt the insufficiency of the highest efforts of hu- 
man reason to sustain the conflict, without the aid of Di- 





_vine grace. The weakness of nature in this situation re- 


quires something for support and consolation above the 
highest power of earth to. bestow. Earthly resources are 
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416 4 Family Scene. 
poor indeed. The particulars of your dear grandaia’s 
situation you willlearn from your unclie’s letter. Thougt 
permitted to linger in solemn preparation for the august 
scenes before her, yet there is every indication that her 
summons is soon to be received. She seems patiently 
waiting. Her words are few, as weil becomes one who is 
about to enter into the immediate presence of Him who 
filleth immensity; but they are sweetly expressive of a 
heavenly peace of soul, and of that love and good will to 
mankind which bas ever warmed her heart, aud actuated 
her useful life. Having evinced the most affectionate re- 
gard for all her friends, she has taken her leave of them 
that she may enjoy uninterrupted intercourse with the 
Father of her departing spirit. And, indeed, f cannot 
tell you how solemn and how interesting a place is her 
chamber ; it seems as the sanctuary of God, and the very 
gate of heaven. To me itis a place of praise and thanks- 
giving, as well as of sorrow and affliction. A sense of the 
great mercy of God in affording me sech abundant con- 
solation of hope for a dying parent, fills my heart and 
mouth with praise, and makes me exclaim with the 
Psalmist, “ I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live; I 
will sing unto my Ged while I have my being. My medi- 
tation of him shall be sweet, I will be giad in the Lerd.” 
And how, teo, can l express a becoming sense of obliga- 
tion to Divine mercy, that the Saviour who makes the 
dying bed of my beloved mother so comfortable and joy- 
ous is my Sa-tour, and that I also may trust in his grace 
to support me in the same trying situation. “ Oh that 
men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men!” My dear chil- 
dren, if you choose this Saviour he wil! be your Saviour, 
and save you from sin which is the sting of death, make 
you triumphant over the grave, and raise you toa glorious 
immortality. Oh my heart’s desire and constant prayer 
to God for you is, that you may all share in this great sal- 
vation. Your dear Grandma sends a thousand blessings, 
and wishes me to assure you that you are much in her last 
prayers, and begs you to seek the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
precious season of your youth. Tell them, she says, that 
I bid them farewell, with a hope that I may meet them 
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hereafter at the right hand of God, never more to part. 
Oh may her prayers be answered ! May grace enable 
vou to live her life, die her death, and realize with her 
the blessedness of her most ardent wishes. 

Commending you to the mercy of God, I must close, 
and hasten to the care of her, who through life has eared 
so tenderly for me. Your affectionate Mother. 


+s S. My dear children are assured of the affeciionate 
smembrance of their father, though at this time a et 
cree only is received. ‘My time is so completely ocxu- 
pied, that I must be denied the pleasure of writing at 
length. I have, however, got a leisure moment to write 
« line to your uncle, from which you will learn the par- 
ticulars respecting your dear Grandma. Weshall expect 
letters from you by the next Tuesday’s mail. The books 
we send, you will find to be a valuable addition to your 
library. May you derive much pleasure and instruction 
from their perusal But do not let your anxiety to finish 
the reading of them lead to aneg'ect of other duties. Re- 
member our injunction to attend to each duty in its season, 
and you will have time for the performance of them all. 
[ The letter to the uncle, and much conversation which pass- 
ed upon the occaston, is here omitted. | 
Julia. Dear unc'e, may we write letters to-morrow 
Uncle. Certainly; you shall by no means be denied 
that pleasure. 
Susan. Oh T wish I could write. 
Thomas. We will write for you, Susan. 
February 6th, at evening. 
Uncle. Have you finished your letters ti 
Thomas. Ali except copying. We wish you lo hea 
em before we copy them. 
Julia. May we read them now? 
Uncle. With all my heart. Come Jet me hear them. 
| Thomas reads. | 
Dear Parents, 

We are much rejoiced to receive your very kind 
packet, and wish to return the most grateful acknowledg- 
ments. The letters sere read with emotions which can- 
noi be described. Our hearts overflowed with joy to Jearn 
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418 4 Family Scene. 
that you were in health. We feel the most affectionate 
Sympathy for our dear grandma, and should delight to 
have it in our power to perform some offices of kindness 
for her. We are grieved that we cannot see her, and 
lear once more the sweet words of her lips. Give her 
our thanks for her prayers and admoniiions. I hope thev 
may never be forgotten by us, but improved according to 
her pious wishes, and the anxious desires of our dear pa- 
rents. I hope we may never be insensible of tle goodness 
of Providence in giving us so many kind friends to instruct 
us, and seek our good; and also biessing us with suca 
parents to lead and guide usin the paths of truth. But 
oh, if we should be so' unwise and ungrateful as to misim- 
prove such blessings, how guilty and unhappy would be 
our state. May heaven preserve «is, and our dear parents 
and friends, from so great an afflictiou. May they have 
the pleasure of seeing us improve under their fostering 
care, and become like them, useful, beloved, and happy. 
We thank dear Papa fer his handsome present of 
books. We esteem them as very valuable, and hope to 
derive much benefit from perusing them. They are very 
amusing, and we have the promise of a reading. party, 
when “f The little Family” is appoinied to be read. We 
promise ourselves much entertaisment. We pursue our 
studies with pleasure, and hope to make such progress as 
wil! meet the approbation of our parents. Begging the 
pleasure of other letters soon, 1 subscribe myself your 
highly favoured and most affectionate son, ‘a. fh 


[Julia reads. | 


Dear Papa, dear Mama, 


I wou'd return a thousand thanks for your excellent 
letter, and the charming present of books with which it 
was accompanied. Susan kisses her’s with tears of joy, 
and says, these come from my dear Pa and Ma. Weare 
ali faxoured with heabth, and are rejoiced that the blessing 
is Continued to our abseut parents. Our poor dear Grand- 
ma! we are affected with her sickness, and feel afflicted 
that we must part with her. We could not at first be re- 
sigued to the idea of seeing her no more. But we know, 
that, Gear as she is to us, we should not wish her to be 
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kept from heaven on our account. Oh, she is prepared 
for that happy, glorious plaee; and 1 hope her prayers 
for us may be answered, that we may meet her there. I] 
am sure this happiness awaits our dear parents, and that, 
if we accept the Saviour, we also may share it with them. 
But Iam afraid my evil heart does not accept him aright. 
} kuow my dear parents do not cease to pray for the chil- 
dren whom they love so tenderly. I hope I am not in- 
sensible of their affectionate care and solicitude. How 
can I ever be sufficiently thankful? How can I ever repay 
their goodness? I can only look vp for the blessing of 
heaven upon them. It is a happiness, indeed, to think 
how great will be their reward in heaven. Let me be 
inost affectionately remembered to my dear sick Grand- 
ma, and assure her that her love and kindness, and espe- 
cially her last affecting message can never be forgotten. 
It shall be treasured in my hea:t while I live. Susan ex- 
presses much affection for her, and sends much love. 
She says it would be very wrong for us not to be willing to 
have her die, to go to heaven, and be with God and 
Christ, and says, | hope my dear Ma will be comforted. 
She returns many thanks for her books, and unites with 
us in begging for immediate letters. 
Your most affectionate 
JULIA, 


DIALOGUE, 


ON THE SUBJECT OF CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS, 
(Concluded from page 379.) 


M. Who is that crossing the field before us? | 

FE. Methinks she looks like a child of poverty: perhaps 
the wretchedness of her outward appearance !s only the 
index of the extreme wretchedness and tota! darkness that 
is triumphant within. We will call her to us. 

i. Do: for I should like to know who she is. 

£. My little girl, will you come and walk with us? Do 
you like to walk out in the morning, my dear? 
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£ | 420 Dialogue. 


Little Girl. O yes: and J run about all day ; for Ihave 7 
nothing else to do: and I like to pick the flowers and | 
hea: the birds sing. 

E The-flowers are very pretty; but will you tell me 





who made the flowers ?P 
+. 2 | L. G Why, they grow IT suppose, don’t they ?P 
ie | E. Yes, they grow; but will you tell me who makes 
ee | them grow! ? 
‘i Lod can’t, for I don’t know. 
2 E. He is the same who made you: and I-presume you 
it 8 know who made you 
ie L. G. No J don’t—this is something I never heard or 
F thought of before; but certainly soine one must have made 
ae me, fur I could not make myself. 
ee E. No, cei:tainly you could not; It was God that made 
Phe | you. Did you never read in the Bibie, that God made the 
Ht world in six days, that he tien took dust and made man 
Pe in his own image, and breathed into him the breath of 
| lifer | 
a L. G. No, I never read in the Bible : we have one, but 
Ay we never use it. 
ae | E. Why, you should read it. Did you never hear 
A the minister say you should read your Bible ? 
of BE, G. Minister!—Wohat’s that ? 
nl #. Did you never see the Minister at meeting? 
tak L. G. I never went to meeting. Ma goes some- 
| times. And I have asked her tu let me go, but she says 
i t have nothing fit to wear; fer there are a great many 
pie people at meeting. 
<i E. How old are you my dear ? 
" L. G. Eleven years. 
“1. How far do you live from here? 
I. G. I don’t know—butit is not a great ways. 
EF. Will you teli me your name :—and whether you 
( have any brothers and sisters. 
he L. G. My nameis Roxey D*****r. [have two broth- 
< ers and two sisters; all younger than myself. 
i f. Ihave avery pretty book here: aud a very good 
i] one for a little girl. Do you think you would read it if I 
ae let you have it ? 
i LE. G. O Yes, I should like it if there are any: pictures 


in it. 
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E. There are some pictures in it; but the reading is 
much better than the pictures; for it is taken from the best 
book in the world—the Bible. It tells you who made 
you. It tells you God knows every naughty thing you do, 
and every wicked thought you think. 

L. G. Ithink I should like to have it. But I want you 
should tell me more about the Bible. What did God do 
with man when he had created him? But I can’t see how 
God could create bim out of dust. 

E. My little dear, we canuot comprehend the works of 
God: for they are far above our comprehension. But 
you asked what God did with man after He had created 
him. He placed him in a beautiful garden, where he was 
completely happy because he was perfectly innocent. In 
this happy condition he might always have continued had 
he not disobeyed the commands of his Creator, and thus 
brought a lasting curse upon his whole posterity. But 
God in his infinite mercy vouchsaf’st to extenda blessing 
with his curse. Fer when he cursed Satan he said, **-The 
seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head”—the 
import of which is, that He would send his beloved Son 
to die for us, to redeem us from the punishment which we 
so justly deserve. For by nature we are all very wicked, 
and shall ail of us be punished eternally hereafter, unless 
we repent of our sins. 

L. G. I wish somebody had told me these things before ; 


» for lam a very naughty girl. I wish I could go to meet- 


) ing so that I could bear more about God. But can you 
» teil me where God is ? 


E. Hets every where. And although we cannot see 


> him, yet hesees us continually. And he knows a!l things. 
» if you tell a lie, he knows it. And, if you speak an idle 
} or wicked word, he knows it. He knows every word that 
» you speak, and every thought that you think. 


L.G- Don’t you think ths gown wiil do to wear to 


| meeting ? For I want to go very much. 


E. You had certainly much better wear it than not to 


)g0. Andif you went from right motives, it would be much 


» more pleasing in the sight of God, than though yoo wore 
_ the"best one in the world, and went to shos.it. But do 


| you think you would read in this book, and learn to recite 
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some of the answers to me, if some one would buy you 
some clothes to wear to meeting ? I think it would be bet- 
ter for yon to have some. Perhaps people wiil mind what 
you have on; and it might make them think of something 
they should not. 

LL. G. IT should like to have it, but T can’t read much. 
¥ will try to learn a little, by spelling the words. I guess J 
must go home, for Ma don’t know wherel am; andI 
want to tell her what IL have heard. 

E. Weil, 1 will let you take it. And I hope you will 
let me know how you get along. You must not be dis- 
couraged if you can’t get along verv fast; but try to learn 
ihe answers weil, and think what they mean. Ihope you 
will read in the Bible every day. And if you are a good 
girl, we will try to have you go to meeting. 

‘ E.G. Iwiil goand show it to Ma, and try to have her 
learn te read it. (Ewit.) 

M. Lam now convinced,my dear Elizabeth,that there are 
among us, those who might with propriety, be denomina 
ted Heathen. According to this girl’sstory, there are, in 
one family, five children‘ of which she is the oldest ; and 
undoybtedly all equally ignorant. Surely, it istime some- 
thing was done for them. 

E. O! how dreadfully answerable parents must be, to 
vive life to a family of children, and then bring them up in 
the manner which, if something ts not done, will most cer= 
tainly be the cause of their everlasting destruction. What 
mother is there, whose maternal bosom would not yearn 
to have her smiling infant snatched from her arms, and 
know it to be the last time she should ever behold it. But 
whai would it be, in comparison to having it taken from 
her hereafter, and doomed to: everlasting misery ; and 
know, that had she discharged her duty, it then might 
have been an heir of eternal glory. Who is there that 
considers the worth of an immortal soul, that would keep 
back any thing that this world can afford, that would con- 
tribute int he least to its welfare? Alas! how litile cau 
werealize ts worth. But great we know it must be ; worth 
more thay thousands of thousands of worlds. Nothing 
can display ts worth in an equal light to that which pre- 
sents ts nestimable price with which it was purchased 
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or what did the Prince of Peace leave his celestial abode 
and descend into this guilty world? For what did he lie 
ina manger, as if unworthy to share the blessings which 
he had bestowed on unworthy mortals ? For what did he 
suffer a life of persecution, and die an ignominious death 
on the cross ? It was for our sakes that his lovely temples 
were lacerated with a crown of penetrating thorns. It was 
our transgressions that pointed the piercing spear that en- 
tered his sacred side. And it was for us he put up that 
blessed prayer, whilst suffering the most exerutiating tor- 
tures, Father forgive them for they know not what they 
do.? It was at this sight of boundless love in our blessed 
Saviour, whilst thus he suffered, that the sun, as if unable 
to endure the sight, hid his denignant head, and darkened 
his effulgent beams. It was then the earth gr wae and 
trembled. And when he burst the iron bars of death and 
rose triumphant, what astroke did Satan’s kingdom re- 
ceive. His head was surely bruised with a deadly blow. 
My dear Martha, if this was the price paid for our immer- 
tal souls, let us not sit idle, and say we have nothing to do. 
We must “ work out our own salvation with fear and trem)- 
ling.” Let us then consider well where we stand: for 
how dreadfully aggravated our condemnation must be, it 
we now reject the offers of mercy. Let our be nev olencé 
be extended to all whe need our assistance. Let the poor 
heathen partake ofour blessings. Let the ignorant of ou 
own country be provided with the means of salvation. And 
although our means are small, let us not imagine we ca) 
do nothing ; for if we realize the good alittle may do, we 
stall always have something to bestow. We will now go 
and see what can be done for the child that was just with us 


* FCAN DO WITHOUT IT.” 
(Concluded from page 385.) 


It too often happened that she varied her motio by the 
alternate use of all the personal pronouns. He, she, the 
or you can do without it,"was as commonly heard as 4, 








cn. 
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‘Phis was usually the case when a little service was required 
of her by these around, in which case the struggle between 
her inactive habits and a sense of duty was quickly decided 
by the use of this unfriendly sentence. Her father and 
mother, her brothers and sisters, as well as her poor neigh- 
bours, missed many a kind service by this.means. 

It must also be observed that Eliza rarely applied these 
words to herse/f in the way of restraint. When there was 
any thing that she wished for, it was seldom indeed that 
she said I do wish i, for, to exercise self derial, requires an 
efiort-of mind much more painful to the indo! ent than any 
bodily exertion. Eliza accordingly treated herself with 
every Unng she liked that she could any how get the money 
to purchase, at the same time laughing at the frugal hab- 
its of herfriend Ruth, and often prophesying that she 
would die a miser. 

‘Phe inactivity and carelessness of Eliza’s disposition 
extended to every thing in which she was called to engage, 
and lamentably retarded the progress of her education. 
Uer father and mother was anxious to furnish ber with 
every useful acquirement in their power, with a view to 
her iuture respectability, usefalness, and independence. 
But to Eliza, the acquisition of knowledge, of whatever 


kind, was extremely irksome. Nothing is to be attained 


without trouble, and trouble was the thing she could not 
endure. Whatever vas proposed to her as a desirabie 
study, she used to thiak, if net to say, that she could do 
wifhoutit, Therefore, notwithstanding the cost and pains 
that were bestowed upon her, she grew up ill informed and 
unfurnished. Even reading was a toil which she thought 
she could do as well without, unless a book happened to be 
merely entertaining. It will not be imagined that a per- 
son so slothful iy business should be “fervent in spirit, of 
active in serving the Lord.” ‘Tbe concerns of the soul, in- 


deed, are the first to suffer from an indolent temper. If 


me the kingdom of heaven must suffer violence, and the vio- 
leuttakes it by force,” how shall the feeble languid efioits 
of indolence prevail? Alas, religion was one of the things 
that poor KJiza was contented to do without. In spite of 
# pious education, and occasional impressions, she too often 
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excused her neglect of prayer, and other means of grace, 
by the secret application of her favorite sentence. 

Atlength a time arrived long anticipated by her parents 
when their circumstancs rendered it necessary ‘hat Eliza 
should do sometbing for her own maintevance, and now, 
notwithstanding all the pains that had been bestowed upon 
her edacation, the utmost that comld be said of her in an 
advertisement drawn up by ber disappointed father, was to 
this effect :— 

“Wants a situation, as governess (o the younger child- 
ren in a private family, or as under teacher in a school, a 
young person of respectable connections, who is qualified 
to teach the rudiments of English ermmar, to superintend 
plain work, or to make herseif useful in any way that may 
be requested.”’ 

How different an account would have been given of Eli- 
za’s quallifications, and in how different a sphere might 
she have moved, if she bad not so often thought and said 
of this attainment, and of tha: pursuit, J can do without it! 

In these humbling circumstances, Eliza am:sed herself 
with fruitless wishes for a_ fortune, that she might not be 
obliged to exert herself, not considering that the same in- 
active temper which makes a poor person help'ess and de- 
pendent, renders the rich disconiented and miserable. 

We cannot stay to detail the subsequent misfortunes of 
iuliza: it is sufficient to say that the time arrived when she 
had some practical experince of the virtue of her motto i 


a way little desired. Instead of saving, as formerly, J can 


do without it, she was compelled very ofien to say “ J mnsé 
do without it;” and that, not in reference to the luxuries 
of life, but with respect to some of its most essentia! ants. 
How much better it isto say, Ican do without it,”’ of a - 
perfluity, that to say “ J must do without it,” of a comfort! 
Let those who would avoid all dangers of the latter, eariy 
enter into the spirit of the former, aud lei them learn nice- 
ly to distinguish between those things which, without any 
real privation may be done without, and those winch canuot 


be negtected but by the sacrifice of respeciability, useful- 


ness, and happiness. 
2L2 
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ON THE DUTY OF LOVING CHRIST. 


(Concluded from page 159.) 





mother were from home, broke a looking glass ; as soom 
as his father came home, the child said to him, with a 
sorrowful countenance, “ faiher, I have broke the best 
fooking glassin the house.” His father kindly said, “that 
he would rather that all the looking glasses in the house 
should be broken, than that one of his children should tel! 
an untruth, or attempt te make mean excuses.” 


A little boy said to his mother one day ; “ Dear Mamma, 
forgive me, | have been very naughty to-day, I was play- 
ing at marbles with my cousins, and won the game by a 
mistake that they did not find out ; I have been unhappy 
ever since, and I am afraid to go to sleep, lest that heaven- 
hy father of whom you tell me se often, should be angry 
with me; you say, that he keows and sees every thing ; 
what shall I do, that he may forgive me?” You see this 
boy could not sleep, after he had been guilty of what some 
of you would cousider ne fault. He believed God saw 
tim; and all who love jesus, believe this; and when they 
are disposed to do any thing that is bad, they wil remem- 
per that God sees them; and say with Joseph, “ how can 
I do this great wickedness, and sin against God.” 

What will you do if God shall say this year, to Death, 
cut down that little plant, and let it be cast into the fire. 
At this moment be may be sayivg, yonder is a little boy 
who does not love me nor Jesus Christ ; yonder is a little 
girl who hates me, and my beloved Sen ; yonder is a child 
who does not love me, nor the Saviour; let them alone 
for twelve months, or for six months, or for one month ; 
and if they do not love us befere that time, cut them down. 

Indeed it is very likely that this will be done, for you 
know that your life is but a thread, which i, easily cut; a 
plant which is easily torn up by the roots; a leaf that ea- 
sily fades ; a flower that easily withers. 

{ asked a little girl, who wished me to pray by her bed: 


A little boy playing in the house, when his father and 














Bie he, eg Gea ‘ ein ES Sin ath oc 
Sh ee eee ee SORE eee S'S as 


See eat 


ors See 
Te ee es 








On the Duty of Loving Christ. 827 


side, a few weeks ago; ‘“* What do you wish me to pray 
for? She answered, “ pray that God may have mercy on 
my soul.” I said ‘don’t you wish me to pray that you 
may get better?” She said, “I would not desire to get 
better, if God woald pardon my sins, and have mercy on 
my soul.” If one of you go to bed to-night without pray- 
ing to God to have mercy on your soul, there is geeat dan- 
ger that you will do the same to morrow, aud next day, 
and every day ; and that you will never seek nor love Je- 
sus, and never go to heaven. 


A little girl who died not long ago in Edinburgh, was 
asked by the minister whose church sle attended, if she 
recollected his preaching from the words; “ he shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs with 
his arms, and carry them in hisbosom r” Yes,” she re- 
plied, “ I remember it very well, for all the time you were 
preaching, I was wishing with ali my heart, that I was-ohe 
of Christ’s lambs.” You must try to remember what you 
hear, and be thinking about it when you go home; and 
you must pray that God wonld bless it to you, and make 
you able to believe and do what the mimister said should 
he believed and done. 


If you want to get any thing from your parents, you ask 
it, and you continue to ask it, till you get it from them. 
if you wish to learn to read, you must continue at school 
till you are taught; and no boy ever became agood schol- 
arinafew days. "You cannotéarn a business in a few 
days or months ; you must be years learning it. You 
know that Jesus did not weary of seeking your salvation ; 
he never thought of stopping till he bad finished the work 

civen him tode. Jacob did not weary of wrestling with 
the angel, but said, “I will not Jet thee go except thon 
bless me.” Ruth could not be separated from Naomi, and 
her people, and her God. Many a young person begins te 
ask the way to Zien, and walks for a shert time in wat 
way, but when the road becomes hard, or rough, er the 
3y, the little traveller stops and turns back. 
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CHEROKEE AND CHOCTAW MISSION. 





(Concluded from page 391.) 


In August the solitary Missionaries at Yalo Busha, (now called 
Elliot,) were cheered with the arrival of five fellow-helpers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kanouse, Mr. and Mrs. Jewel, and Mr. Peter Kanouse. Their 
arrival was very providential, as Mrs. Williams was immediately 
after taken sick with a billious fever, which brought her to the borders 
of the grave. Mr. Peter Kanouse was soon obliged to leave them, on 
account of increasing ill health. ‘The health also of Mr. J. G. Kan- 
ouse, and Mrs. Jewell was somewhat effected. Early in the present 
year they were joined by Mr. A. V. Williams, Mrs. Kingsbury, and Miss 
Chase. Mrs. Kingsbury, who was a Miss Varnum of Newhampshire, 
went on before her marriage, accompanied by Miss Chase from the 
same state, and under the patronage of the Board. They were met 
by Mr. Kingsbury at New-Orleans, where the marriage was solemnized. 
About three weeks after the arrival of this party at Elliot, Miss Chase 
was attacked with a fever, which for a time was very threatening, but 
kind Providence gave hera speedy restoration. She has since been 
united in marriage to Mr. A. V. Williams. Thus were the Missionaries 
repeatedly tried with sickness in this lone wilderness, far from the va- 
rious conveniencies and comforts of civilized society. The great 
change of climate and of diet must necessarily have produced a sen- 
sible effect upon their health. But all their trials were borne with 

atience and fortitude, well becoming Missionaries of the Cross of 

im who cheerfully endured the trials of mortality, without having a 
place where to lay his head. Amidst all their trials, hindrances, and 
inconveniencies, they prosecuted the necessary preparations for a 
school as fast as health and strength would permit. In April they had 
erected seven log dwelling-louses, a millhousce, a stable, a store-tiouse, 
and two other out-houses. All excepting one were completed. They 
had bewn a part of their timber for their school-house, dining-room’ 
and kitchen, and had sawed by hand about 9000 feet of boards for 
fioors, doors, &c. ‘Fhey had cleared and fitted for the plow about 
thirty acres of land, and enclosed it with fence: Also a garden and 
zens for cattle, and set out some apple, quince, and plumb trees. 

Juch labour was spent in cutting roads, arid in erecting small bridges, 
&c. They had to make many of their tools, and most of their wooden 
furniture. ‘The progress of their work was much retarded by the want 
of labourers and a suitable team. The want of a proper interpreter, 
and the necessity of bending every exertion to prepare for a school, 
prevented their affecting much towards enlightening and saving the 
soulsofthe heathen about them. The anxiety of the people for schools 
was so great, that the Missionaries were much tried upon the subject, 
as a school-house and two other buildings were necessary before one 
could be convenienity commenced. Eight promising children were 
brought more than 160 miles before the opening of the scheol, in eon- 
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sequence of their parents hearing that they were ready to take schol- 
ars. This involved them in some difficulty; but after consultation 
ihey concluded to take them. They had instructed, as they had op- 

ortunity, two Choctaw lads who were in the family, for eight months. 

The 26th of March was observed by them as a day of humiliation, 
fasting and prayer, in view of the institution of a church on the fol- 
lowing Sabbath. On the Sabbath the solemnities of organizing a 
church and commemoratiug the sacrament were attended. The church 
consisted only of the ten Missionary brethren and sisters, but they 
were animated with the hope that some of the heathen would soon be 
»brought in to join them, 

The Missionaries have many of them been again visited with sick- 
ness, but all were in a favourable way when the last accounts were 
wrilten. And from all appearances at this interesting establishment, 
ihe hopes and expectations of the Christian public may justly rise. 
Some encouraging particulars are omitted for the want of room. The 
last date in the journal we have received, says, ‘ Our school at pres- 
ent consists of twenty scholars, who, in aptness to léarn, industry, and 
general deportment, are not inferior to those at-Brainerd.” 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Dialogue on the Commandments; Letter from Julia to Emma 
Account of the Execution of W ; Sermon to Youth, from Eccle- 
siastes ti. ix.; Dialogue between two School Companions; Accounts 
of Sabbath Schools in Monson, Franklin Second Society, and East 
Haddam ; Hymn on the Last Judgment; The Couch; and the Voice 
of wisdom have been received. 





NOTICE. 


as This Number eompletes the First Volume of the Guarpiay. 
We thank those of our Patrons who have paid punctually ; and re- 
quest those who have not paid, to forward the amount of their Sub- 
scription without delay, to the Publisher; or if more convenient to 
some agent: In most cases, payment has been due about six months. 
We have contracted large debte for paper and printing, and rely on the 
aid of our Subscribers to enable us to discharge them. We hope that 
no one will delay from an impression that $125 will make but little 
difference. . There is now due us in this trifling sum from individuals, 
three times the amount of all our profits. 


> Agents are requested to forward any monies they may have 
received, 
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